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Dear All

Things here move so fast the days are rolling into one. Malawi is undergoingkalleagesand we ha\

had rioting on the streets in most major cities and the fuel shortage contigealong with everyone who

owns a car and those wioO Olatkurgket peoplepend hoursjueuingfor fuel. Tempers are raw and

people push in front causing many fighis is chaok | have become very goodravving the car and
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cost of most goods have increased somewhat and people are really struggling. What happens outside the
reserves is reflected inside and poaching is high and we have our jobs cut out for us.

We have done many overnight patrols and always seem to be just one step behind our poachers. One
morning we were hot on the trail on a maho had killeda bush pig. We flowed him into the village only

to see him pop on a bike and cycle aBay'our day will come and we will catch him.

We arrested gharcoalpoachers over the last few months. One arrest was made on an overnight ambush
with the Salima police who have besrgreat support especially the new Station officer Mr Foster
Mangani. Out of the 3 arrests only two made it to court. One has been released as it is his first offence and
the other we are waiting to hear about. This is the second time we caught hinthesidserve burning

charcoal so we hope for a good result which will also serve as a warning to others. Fingers crossed.

Best regards
Lynn Clifford




SNARES SNARES
AND MORE SNARES!

Over The last two months we have recoverg
so many snarg from along the streams i
Thuma Forest. In one day wetrieved over
60 snares!
This month we found dead kudu. She died g
slow and painful death in the sun caught by
wire snare.
On Thursday 25 we found a snare right
outside the porcupines den.hiave been told that people sometimes use these for black magic!
We removed it.
On Sunday the BAug the scouts went out on patrol and approx one hour later | got a call to
say they founda baboon caught in a snare and he was still alive! They estintetédd been
there 24 hours They said they could not releakém as it was very dangerous and maybe it was
best to kill him. | asked them not to and that | would come meet theraccess the situation.
quickly gathered some things that might help useasle the animal and headed out into the
bush. Two scouts came to meet me half way and escorted me to the site. The poor baboon was
a big healthy male, still very strong and alleut really traumatizedHe was very thirsty and his
hands and feet were bledény where he had been trying to release himsellis teeth were
bigger than myindex flnger and could do some serious damage. He was caught by a thick wire

- - =T — around the waist and had
wrapped himself around the tree
so it was almost impossible to
release him We tried to calm him
down so we could see exactly
where and what he was attached
to and how we could try cut the
wire. | had brought a sheet so we
could use it to secure his head and
upper body We decided we
would try. We made another
snare which we puaround his
head (it was the only way we
could ensure on one got hurt, seems cruel but it was our only aag)then quickly wrapped his
upper body in the sheetsecuring his head and handsd held ittight so he could nograb one
of us Thenl and onescout cut the snare with a panga knife and untied the snainich was
wrapped around the tree several time®nce we had done this we loosened the wire and sheet
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seened to get his bearing and ran away. We were all very pleased with ourselves. This baboon
was lucky anaill live to see another day.
As we carried on we found 7 more snares in the same area which we removed.
This form of poaching is very painful and tifirig for any animal. They can be caught around
the waist or their legs or even neck! Once caught they suffer in the African sun without food or
water sometimes for days! It is so cru€his is obviouslthe work of a new poacher or group of
poachers as @ have not encountered as many snares h&WG scouts have started over night
patrols in this area to try catch this person. Will let you know how we get on.




DONATIONS FROM OUR FRIENDS IN
SWITZERLAND

We were lucky enough to have a young volunteer framtzgrland arrive in July. Alex bh
Waldkrichis anextraordinaryyoung martraining to be an electrician and also qualified welder!
Within 5 minutesof arriving in Thuma had started assessing what needed to be done and then
started doing it. He worked @&lessly rewiring the very old lighting system that did not work,
fixing doors and lockschecking our solar system and pankls also did some training with the
scouts on how to wire up electrics in a safe and professional manner which they were really
hgppy aboutHe helpedo build and design new showers and toilets. He also did lots of patrols
and was involved in several arrests. Alex is a part time fire fighter back home in his village of
Wattwil, St Gallen Alex is a remarkable person with such amgravork ethic who also has such
good practical mental and physical skills and WAG would like to thank him for all his hard work
and dedication while with us. Alex has promised to come back again next year which we are
delighted with.:)

Alex and his MothePlahave been actively seeking donations for WAG from their local area and
we received some items which | have listed below and we have been toldrénerany more

things coming including hand knitted socks for the scouts that have been made by krtal eld
ladies! How amazing is that?!!:Please seeome photos of the items we kindly received from
various donors. Thank you very much these items are invaluable and will help us with our work.

Kodak EasyShare

Tool box two great cameras Hand crafted bush knives

Knife sharpenergreat for all pangas and knives



BIRDS AND OTHER ANIMALS

We are slowly but surely building up a good portfolio of photos of different animals found in both
reserves. Due to lack bboks and internet access sometime we do not know the names of the
animals so from time to time we will put photos up but may need assistance from some of you to
help us identify what they are please.

Last issue | incorrectly named a bird and misleadatbu am sorry for that. The bird in

questiongs a Red Headed Weaver ndBiahop.

In Aug while out on patrol @ had two volunteers
from the UKcalled Sophie and Morgahoth are
keen wildlife enthusiastsndconversationalist

Sophie has a great eymdaspotted this heron. We
think this bird has not been seen here before or at
least has not been listed in fhleuma Brd List.

(See photdao left). We think it is a Squacco Heron
but it could also be a Malagasy Heron (if it is the
second then it is extresty rear!!) If anyone can
confirm what this is we would be magtateful
please.

Other animals we spotted in Augustrethis
beautiful python! Tis photowas taken by

Morgan while on patrol.

Sophie and did a few hours down by the swimming pool angdrto photo some of the
wonderful dragon flies and other insects. Again we do not have any books to identify what they
are so if anyone knows any from these photos please let me know.




ELEPHANT IDENTIFICATION
STARTED

We havefor some time now waedto start identifying our elephant population. This will enable

us to understand their movements and interactions with each other and also makes it a lot more
interesting for usAs it is the dryseasond is a bit easier to see clearly and to watuh t

elephantsAll patrols are logged on GPS and we also have starsgaping each elephant sighting

on our map board by month.
But this is no easy job. Our elephants are not used to people and not
like us to get too close nor do they like cars. It i$ ke the larger
reserves where the car pulls up beside a herd and they allow you tq take
photos. We are on foot and the terrain is difficult and it can be Yery
dangerous.

Besides that it is important that we respect their space and do not dfsturb
them. This is their placgtheir sanctuary and they must be allowaalbe”.

Saying that we have managed to identify some of them! And we Rave
startedkeeping records dheir movements and taking photos. \Beare
happy to share and introduce you to some ahthe

Our first elephanis already known to youHewas PHQWLRQHG LQ D QHZV OHWWHU EH
Well L Widit\ great name for this old friend so we have given him a name of a great well known

African chief 3 & KDND”~ &KDND LV D bedbd0 bE K BallrDoReVHEonhésRiround

campallot and allows us to watch hifrom close quarterand seems relaxed around us. He has

also been spotted over near our camp in DedZally. He wanders alone babmetimee has

younger males with him. Sofarwe DYH VHHQ KLP ZLWK 3'RQDOG" ZKR , ZLOO
D PLQXWH DQG DOVR 3<DPP\’
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