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Dear All 

Working and living in the bush is a dream come through for me, however it has its down sides and is at  

best of times very challenging but when your sick    ÈÏȱɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÛÖÜÎÏȭɯ 

Having just recovered from two bouts of malaria within 3 weeks of each other it takes its toll and while  sick 

the bush just ÈÐÕɀÛɯØÜÐÌÛɯÚÖɯÊÖÖÓɯanymore!  

That is of course until you feel better!  

Today I get up at 4.30ÈÔȱɯ"ÏÈÒÈɯand one of his friends have been around all night and I have been 

listening to their shakes and ÔÖÝÌÚȱɯ(ɯÍÌÌÓɯÙÌÈÓɯÎÖÖËɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÛÐÔÌɯÐÕɯƗɯÞÌÌÒÚȵɯ(ɯÈÔɯÏÜÕÎÙàȵȵɯJ No 

headache and the sun is rising and I am watching elephants from camp!  

The world is all right again! 

This is Africa! 

A lot has happened since our last newsletter! Read on and enjoy. 

 

       Best regards 

        Lynn Clifford 

 

 
Kitôs Group   

Have called this group KITôs Group In memory of my mum who died earlier this year! 

We can recognize Kit from the large tear in her left ear. She currently has one young calf 

with her and five others in the group including another young calf. 

 

Wildlife Action Group  
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WAG SCOUTS GO FOR RANGER 

TRAINING 
With the increasing pressures of armed poaching in parks all over Africa it has become 
very important that WAG intensify its presence in both reserves.  
WAG has always worked closely with armed Rangers from DNPW which has been very 
successful however there is a huge financial cost to having these rangers work with us 

full time plus additional 
logistical issues. 
WAG spoke with DNPW 
late last year and we asked 
if WAG scouts could be 
included in the Government 
Ranger training program.  It 
was agreed however, the 
date of training had yet to 
be confirmed.  
At the beginning of 
September 2011 I wrote 
again asking about the 
training only to be told it 
would start in Oct 2nd 2011! 
We only had less than 1 
month to arrange things 
and prepare! 
By chance Thomas of REA 

was visiting at the time and was very excited and supportive for us to attend this training 
and pledged that REA would cover the costs involved  of sending two scouts to be 
trained plus cover the costs of buying our first rifle 
early next year. 
WAG also had enough funding to send one 
additional scout which made it up to three scouts 
to be sent. 
The training takes place in Liwonde National Park 
normally once a year and is a really tough course. 
It is 8 weeks of intensive training (paramilitary 
style), physical fitness, practical field work, animal 
behavior, ambush techniques, GPS, map reading 
and orientation, extension work (education and 
community work) plus much more. On the first 
two weeks they are pushed to the limits ï woken 
at 2am to go running 10 kms, lifting rocks or 
people and running and up and down hills and 
then up again at 6am for class room work! and 
anyone that cannot keep up is sent home! The 
following six weeks is learn learn learné weekly 
testsé Its motto is ONLY THE FITTEST SHALL 
SURVIVE and SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST! 
We held an in house written test based on the 
lessons we have been having over the last year. The test had 50 odd questions and they 
had 1.5 hours to complete it. The questions covered many subjects ranging from animal 
behavior, writing a statement, how to make an arrest, to discipline etc. Whoever passed 
this would then be sent on to an interview by our Chairman Mr Alex Bulirani. At the end 
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of this process we had our men chosen and we are delighted to tell you that Mr Medson 
Gerald(top photo with him giving salut), Mr Richard Banda (below) and Mr Geoffery O 
Mally(above right) have been chosen and sent to Liwonde NP and are now over half way 
through their training.  

 
Mr Banda having to secure the safety of the rifle 

This really is a mile stone in the history of WAG. It shows our dedication to continue to 
help protect and preserve the areas in Malawi were we work.  
We aim to send a further 3 scouts for training next year and another three the following 
year! 
WAG scouts are I believe are amongst the best in Malawi, mainly due to the difficult 
conditions that they work in, both Thuma and Dedza FR have a lot of hills and mountains 
and anyone would be pushed to go out daily and work here. Our scouts are hardy, 
skilled and very experienced and this additional training will bring us up to a much higher 
level plus will give us the added security of having a fire arm. This is our first step to 
having a dedicated, trained specialized anti- poaching unit!  
We are all so proud of our three recruits and are waiting to go to collect them at the end 

of their 
course 
when 
they are 
passed 
out as 
trained 
Rangers. 
Thank 
you to 
everyone 
who has 
made this 
possible 
for us. 
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LETTER FROM KAVANGUTI 
PRIMARY SCHOOL HEADMASTER 
by Joseph Mthumba 
Kavanguti Primary School is one of the richest primary schools in the district in terms of 
receiving visitors. Some of the visitors are coming from the Ministry of Education and 
76% of them are from Wildlife Action Group (WAG). With the coming of Lynn Clifford as 
field manager for WAG we have had many visitors from different countries such as UK, 
Switzerland, Germany, and Holland to name but a few. 
With encouragement from WAG some visitors have become donors and we have 
crayons, footballs and many more things. We received so many things such as, pens, 
paper, copybooks, table tennis set, colour pens books etc. 

   
We also got a donation of learning materials worth 120,000mk from volunteers at WAG 
Bram and Daniel from Amsterdam in Netherlands which we are very grateful for. 
WAG has also introduced a tree growing project in our school where by with money 
donated we bought polythene tubes and seeds. The trees grew very well and were 
ready for transplant by the close of term in July and each child was given a tree to plant 
at his or her home as part of replacing those that were cut a few years ago.  
The Wildlife club as agreed to sow some fruit trees so we can have a school orchard. 
We tried to plant some pawpaw seeds and it has worked so we now have started an 
orchard for the school. 
Our schools have a large number of orphans attending. WAG has been taking special 
attention to the different students and their exam results. Most children do not have the 
chance to go on to secondary school for financial reasons. One child in our school 
achieved top results in the whole district which allows him a place at a very good local 
secondary school. However, his mother cannot afford for him to go. With the assistance 
of Lynn we have managed to get his first year of secondary school paid for, some new 
clothes, a blanket etc and Moses started secondary school in September.  Fortunately 
God blessed the learner to start form one at Chipoka Secondary School. And remember 
God bless the hand that gives. 
Thanks to all that hold and shake hands when I produce by hand. WAG you are a 
source and part of our worth. Thank you. God bless my fellow teachers and all visitors 
and donors and God bless Mother Malawi. 
 
Written by: Joseph Mthumba ï Head master Kavanguti Primary School 

 

 

 


