
 1 

Thuma Telegraph 
                                                                                                   Nov /Dec 2010 

 
 
 

Dear All 

 

Time is flying by, we have the first rain and the forest is changing dramatically from being dry and dull, to 

becoming several shades of green. The heat is suffocating except if you stand on top of Pride rock where you 

are caressed by a cool breeze. Bliss!  

Over the past month we have been having nightly visits from our huge friends. We are beginning to 

recognize some of them and they these ones seem very at ease with us each morning as we all sit and watch 

them. Two ÐÕɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÈÔÌËɯɁ-ÖÛÈÐÓɂɯȹËÜÌɯÛÖɯÏÈÓÍɯÏÐÚɯÛÈÐÓɯÔÐÚÚÐÕÎȺ and ɁTusklessɂ seems to like 

the attention and stays close to camp and watch us as we watch him! Notail and Tuskless  are creating 

havoc by pushing down trees along the road almost as if they are trying to stop us from leaving!   

It is hard to imagine Europe now getting ready for Christmas, the snow and buying presents! We plan to 

have a big dinner here (maybe goat although I dream of a Turkey!!:)) in Camp some dancing and singing 

songs! We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and best wishes for 

the New Year from us all at WAG.   

Thank you for reading. 

       Best regards 

        Lynn Clifford 

 

7 ARRESTED IN ONE DAY BY WAG ! 
Sunday 21st of Nov, exactly 2 months since our attack! As I spoke to the scouts before going on 
patrol we knew we had poachers back  in Thuma, we had been hearing the gun shots on and off 
for 2 weeks!  but we just couldnΩt seem to catch 
them! We camped out several nights in ambush, we 
changed the times of patrols, but we just couldnΩt get 
a sight or even a smell of them! We decided to split 
into two groups of 4, one group head towards the 
river and possible exit of the poachers and the other 
group would try flush them out! We were all getting 
pretty disheartened and I could see it in their faces as 
they left.  
Shortly after they left I received a call from Kennedy 
at our Namwili campΧ they found a dead elephant, only a few days old and all that was left was 
bones! I asked Kennedy to go to the nearest village and see if he could find out some information 
and I would be over later that day to check it out. 
Just 30 minutes later my phone flashed (a flash is when someone just calls you but does not give 
you time to answer so you must call them back)! Richard, our assistant senior scout! My heart 
leapt!  I called him back άWe got two armed poachers, please call the other group of scouts to 
come help us we need assistanceέ. One hour later they arrive back in camp with two poachers. 
One very small older man and the other very big younger guy in combats! One muzzle loader (a 
man made gun), very dangerous with several very large man made bullets, big enough to kill 
some of our larger animals.  
The smaller of the two had resisted arrest and actually attacked Medson with a pnaga knife 
cutting his shoulder blade. They had struggled with the panga and the poacher had cuts on his 
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hands and wrists. Medson also was bleeding. I cleaned everyone up, took details and brought 
them to Salima Police station.  
We continued on to Dedza and arrived at 2ish. Kennedy was still not back from the village but 
when he arrived he told us there was elephant meat on sale in a village and he also knew which 
houses the meat was in.  
I contacted the Department of Wildlife and Salima police asking for assistance to do a night raid 
on the village. If you are found in possession of meat or any trophy of any protected species you 
can be prosecuted.  
We left camp at 8pm to go collect the police and armed rangers that were being sent from 
Lilongwe. At 11pm under cover of darkness we stopped the car just half a kilometer from the first 
house.  
I stayed in the car waiting for a call which would indicate the car was needed to go pick them up.  
In Africa going into a village at night in an unmarked vehicle is very dangerous as the villagers 
most times will all attack the car. So we needed to be very careful.  
Some 15 minutes after we heard screams and wailing of women from the villageΧ it was a very 
tense moment.. we got the flashΧ we started into the village, saw our men.. turned the car to 
make a quick get away.  
As they loaded 2 men into the car someone came out of the bush and spoke to one officerΧ 

pointing out 2 more housesΧ. A rotten smell 
reached my nostrils as bags were tied onto the 
car.. elephant meat! More screams as we 
entered the other houses and men were being 
dragged out of their houses! The smell got 
worse! 
Everyone got into the car and we left for 
SalimaΧ car lights on again! 
Once we were far enough away everyone 
started talking at once.. the tension was gone 
from the air.  
We had done it. 

5 men arrestedΧ. Elephant meat both dried and raw with skin on it had been seized Χ.Our 
operation was very successful! 
7 people in just over 12 hours! Not bad going! 
But this is only the start of it. 
Now, the hard part! We need a successful prosecution!  
  
 

NAMWILI CAMP GETS FACE LIFT 
On the edge of Dedza-Salima forest reserve Wildlife Action Group has is second camp from 
where we do daily patrols. Driving to this camp you feel like you are just going up and up and 
then all of a sudden you arrive at camp. It is perched on the side of a hill and surrounded by 
larger mountains. There is a gully with a stream to the side where the elephants often come to 
drink and wander down to the local villages under cover of darkness.  
The feel in Namwili Camp is very different than Thuma. Where Thuma is vast and open and 
light, Namwili is small surrounded by the towering mountains. The light early in the morning 
and late in the evening is magical, with dark shadows and then beams of light. The shower is 
icy cold in the mornings and a guarantee to wake you up!  
The camp is very close to the local villages and the local population are very friendly and pro 
the project. Many houses have paintings with flowers and elephants eating trees in comparison 
to the villages surrounding Thuma who have elephants and men with guns! 
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We have 8 huts, a kitchen area, an office/store room and shower and toilet which were all in a 
state of disrepair and nowhere near water tight. 
REA once again have come to the rescue and have sponsored a complete refurbishment for the 
camp!  
We have been able to completely rebuild all the buildings with additional shower area with a 
200lts water drum. 
We have also restocked the kitchen area with new bowls, pots and pans, spoons, cups.. its like 
the Ritzs! J But cheaper to stay there! 
We used different types of grass for the walls and roofs. Poles for the structure, rope from tree 
barks cut into strips and soaked in water to make it pliable to tie the grasses. Plastic sheeting 
between the two layers of grass to make in very water proof. Although the men did the 
building, woman were very involved with supplying the materials and where the hardest 
barginers!  
Besides helping WAG this project has brought vital money to the local population whom have 
supplied us with local materials and have built the camp. This money has come at a very good 
time as everyone is preparing their fields with crops before the rainy season. This is an 
expensive time of year as they purchase fertilizer for the crops. Without this project many 
families would not be able to afford this. Thank you on behalf of the local population and WAG 
would like you thank REA from the bottom of our hearts for their kind consideration and 
donation to enable us to do this. 
Here are some photos of work in progress!  
 

            
New houses looking fresh                                    Tidying the roof ï cut with panga and stick 

        
Using rope made from tree trunks                            Black plastic used to waterproof roofs 

   
Thatch grass for the roof                                       Rope from tree bark before being soaked in water 


